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A Penny For Your Thoughts Productions

Director's Cut of HC Pilot

The 4th season DVD set available at
http://thehighchaparralreunion.com/merchandise.shtml has a copy of the Bill
Claxton 'director's cut' of the pilot of The High Chaparral.  Transferred from the original 16mm
film this fascinating artifact is old and faded but still a treasure for fans as it contains never
broadcast scenes.    

The 4th season of High Chaparral introduced Wind (played by Rudy Ramos) and includes the
two part tribute to Frank Silvera's Don Sebastian Montoya - New Lion of Sonora.

All seasons in stock.

Upcoming Events

NOW!

 
High Chaparral on INSP

Check the Schedule, set your

DVR

August

21-
23

WESTERN LEGENDS
ROUNDUP

Kanab, UT
Don Collier, Neil
Summers

HC on DVD

Get your very own copy of The

High Chaparral on DVD - 

authorized, uncut, digitally

remastered. Purchase direct from

The High Chaparral Reunion.

http://thehighchaparralreunion.com/merchandise.shtml
http://www.insp.com/
http://www.westernlegendsroundup.com/
http://www.thehighchaparralreunion.com/merchandise.shtml
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High Chaparral Reunion 

March 19-22. 2015
Since 2003, fans and artists have gathered
every two years to celebrate the ground-
breaking, highly acclaimed NBC Western,
The High Chaparral . Loyal fans, who have
kept the beloved characters alive in their
hearts and minds for 40 years, will once
again host a reunion for cast, crew, guest
stars and production staff.
 
Taking place in March 2015, this not-to-
be-missed event provides the thrilling
opportunity to meet the artists who
brought the Cannons, Montoyas and
Bunkhouse Boys to life! Meet Henry Darrow
(Manolito Montoya,  Don Collier (Sam
Butler),  Rudy Ramos (Wind),—along with a long list of guest stars, production and crew
members.

Is this your first Reunion or you're traveling alone? We have a special program to
make it easy for you.  If you wish we'll match you up with another fan who's attended in
the past so you can ask questions and have a buddy before you arrive.  

Register TODAY at www.thehighchaparralreunion.com, and Come Home To  The
High Chaparral! 
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Leif Erickson Laughs Only in Private
Vintage Article Reprint, November 1968

Everybody who meets Leif Erickson who plays Big John
Cannon on NBC’s The High Chaparral asks him when
Cannon is going to loosen up a little bit and smile.

The questioners invariably get a laugh and a smile.
Then Erickson answers quite frankly, “Why should he
smile? He’d rather have all you folks tuning in every
week waiting for the big moment. Personally, I hope you
wait five years or more.” 

Erickson has a great deal of confidence in the series
and expects it to soar in the ratings this season. He and
the entire cast work hard on the show and, at 57, he’s
got several busted ribs, a sprained hand and other
assorted bruises to prove his point. 

When we inquired why he should be in such bad shape
since he undoubtedly had a stunt man, Leif – not John
Cannon – laughed again and said, ‘You should see my
poor stunt man. He’s really busted up.” 

About half of Chaparral is filmed in Tucson, Ariz., where the ground is hard and even a fake fall

Download FREE e-
Book

Download a FREE e-Book, 'How

to Attend The High Chaparral

Reunion.'  

Friend us on Facebook

The High Chaparral Reunion

Forward this to a friend

http://thehighchaparralreunion.com/
http://thehighchaparralreunion.com/images/Howtoattend.pdf
http://thehighchaparralreunion.com/images/Howtoattend.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/penny.mcqueen.16
http://thehighchaparralreunion.com/
http://us1.forward-to-friend1.com/forward?u=6ea5145a31454058f53262b96&id=208649fdb0&e=28bbc4c1fa


can sometimes
get out of hand.
Leif liked the
Arizona studio
so much that
he bought into
the operation
last season
giving himself
more than the
customary
proprietary
interest in the
series’
success. 

“It’s already
returning a
healthy
dividend,”
admitted the actor, who has a god eye for a dollar. “You know the tourist business has
increased since we’re on the air and visitors come through all the time, buy our photos for a
quarter and then besiege us for autographs.

“I hinted that we could handle the action real friendly like and sell the autographed pictures
personally for 75 cents a copy but a lot of the brass didn’t  think it would dignified.  I didn’t really
expect them to approve. 

It was suggested that perhaps Leif might like to move in on Lorne Greene’s plush territory and
lead rodeos, act as a parade marshal, make records and become something of a one man
money making machine. 

“I haven’t got the energy,” he conceded. Lorne’s a much younger man (we estimate less than a
10-year spread). I might give the recording business a whirl…after all I broke in as a singer.” 

But the former band singer with the Ted Fio-Rito Orchestra has no intention of back-tracking.
His current plans call for recording a western style tone poem with he performed last year in
front of a symphony orchestra, and judging by a few lines he tried out on us it could very well
be a best seller. 
In addition, he’s contemplating recording a poem his teenage daughter, Suzie, penned but
such a move will be made only if the first album sells.  A suggestion that he makes an LP of
happy western tunes under the title of “John Cannon Laughs in Song” was not appreciated. 

An actor who is recognized whenever he goes thanks to the magic of a TV series, Leif, like his
costar Cameron Mitchell, had a long and distinguished career on Broadway and in Hollywood
before Chaparral, but he’s obviously loving every minute of his new career. 

An ardent sailor, he misses not being able to spend as much time as he used to on his boat,
but envisions The High Chaparral as a possible ticket to retirement in Florida where he can
boat until he’s water logged.  
 

 

Bob Hoy Takes Pay Cut
Vintage Article Reprint, December 1967
 

Bob Hoy Takes Pay Cut to Get Job as Actor
Vintage article reprint from December 1967

Bob Hoy is a member of the regular cast of the NBC television network’s new “The High
Chaparral” color series but he had to take a pay cut to get the job.  Hoy, one of the top
stuntment in Hollywood for the past 10 years, decided he wanted to take a shot at acting as a
career, and producer David Dortort gave him his chance when he signed him to portray Joe,



one of John Cannon’s ranchhands on the High
Chaparral. 

“Hollywood is a land of illusion,” explains Bob. “They pay
good money and put in plenty of hard work to make the
viewer think that what he is seeing really happened. If the
man who was hired to fall off a horse in place of John
Wayne starts shooting off his mouth about how he did the
fall while Wayne sat and watched, it disillusions the
viewers.” 
 

 

Relieved of Stunts

Hoy says that a
good, dependable
stuntman can make
40 or 50 thousand
dollars a year – but
no matter how good
he is, he’ll be out of work if he doesn’t hold his tongue! “The best men in the business are
almost completely unknown by Hollywood reporters. They come to work, draw their assignment,
settle on a price for doing it, do it, open their wallet – and shut their mouth.”

“Whenever a star decides that he’ll do his own fall a
hundred people hold their breath and cross their
fingers,” says Hoy. “If the star breaks a leg or cracks his
head it means that all of t hose people are out of work
until he gets better.  If a stuntman breaks a leg they just
call in another stuntman.”

Now that Hoy is an actor he doesn’t do his own stunts
anymore.  A stuntman has been hired to do his
dangerous work.  
 

Strange Lady in Town
Warner Archives recently released to DVD the 1955 movie
�6�W�U�D�Q�J�H���/�D�G�\���L�Q���7�R�Z�Q������

Co-staring Cameron Mitchell, it's descriped as "An offbeat
mix of old and new Hollywood and is Greer Garson’s only
Western. The regal Garson is a European-trained doctor who
arrives in Santa Fe, New Mexico, hoping to demonstrate
“new” medical methods, causing conflict with an old-
fashioned town practitioner, an embittered, widowed single
father played by down-to-earth Dana Andrews."
Available at warnerarchive.com  

 

Cameron Mitchell

Movie Night to Kick Off

Scholarship Fundraising

http://shop.warnerarchive.com/product/strange+lady+in+town+1000505166.do?sortby=ourPicks&refType=&from=Search


 

A grassroots effort to honor Cameron
Mitchell in the area where he grew up
will soon become a reality.  
Bryan Sellers, who is spearheading the
movement, says the Glen Rock Historic
Preservation Society of Glen Rock, Pa,
has agreed to sponsor a Cameron
Mitchell movie night at the Zion
Lutheran Church in September.
 Donations from the movie screening
will be used to open a scholarship fund
in Cameron’s name for York County
high school seniors who pursue theater,
media arts or journalism in college.  The
scholarship is being sponsored by The
High Chaparral Reunion.

Keep watching for more information.

 

Don Collier Updates
Meet High Chaparral's ranch foreman at these
upcoming appearances, and check
out www.doncollier.com for more information! 
 

WESTERN LEGENDS ROUNDUP

Kanab, UT
August 21- August 23, 2014

Solsberry Hometown Fair

Solsberry, IN
Saturday, Sept 20

TOMBSTONE
HELLDORADO
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October 17-19
Schieffelin Hall
Friday night 7pm
Saturday 11am Saturday 3pm
Sunday 11am & 3pm

Dr. Buck's Wild Western Festival
October 24-25
Glendale, AZ
Don Collier & Neil Summers

The High Chaparral Reunion
March 19-22, 2015
Tucson, AZ
Don Collier, Henry Darrow, Rudy Ramos, Neil Summers, Kent & Susan McCray and
more!  
 

 Memphis Film Festival, dates TBD

HC at the Memphis Film Festival

http://thehighchaparralreunion.com/
http://doncollier.com/
http://www.westernlegendsroundup.com/
https://solsberryhometownfair.com/
http://www.helldoradodays.com/
http://www.wildwesternfestival.com/
http://www.wildwesternfestival.com/
http://thehighchaparralreunion.com/
http://memphisfilmfestival.com/


Buck Taylor greets Lauren and Henry Darrow at “A Gathering of Guns 6 at the Memphis
Film Festival” held June 12-14 at Sam’s Town Hotel and Casino in Tunica, MS.
 

Henry Darrow and Jan Pippins, author of Henry’s biography, greet fans at “A Gathering
of Guns 6 at the Memphis Film Festival” held June 12-14 at Sam’s Town Hotel and
Casino in Tunica, MS.
 



Lauren applauds her husband Henry Darrow as he receives an award at the Saturday
night “Gathering of Guns” banquet from festival co-sponsors Ray Nielsen, Boyd Magers
and banquet emcee John Buttram.
 

High Chaparral stuntman/actor Neil Summers has a regular column in �: �H�V�W�H�U�Q
�&�O�L�S�S�L�Q�J�V, the encyclopedia-like magazine covering western movies and TV programs.
 Check out Neil's article on HC's Joe Butler, the multi-talented Bobby Hoy.  

Western Clippings is edited and published by Boyd Magers - fans will recognize Boyd as
a returning guest at the 2015 Reunion and honorary member of the HC family. 

An Interview with Penny McQueen
By WJ St.Germain
 
When Penny and I recently discussed what sort of article I might write for this issue, it occurred
to me that readers might like to know Penny’s thoughts about the recent High Chaparral
reunion. I would like to remind everyone that without our Penny, reunions would not be what
they are – if they occurred at all.
 

http://westernclippings.com/
http://westernclippings.com/stuntmen/bobbyhoy_stuntmen.shtml
http://www.westernclippings.com/research.shtml
http://westernclippings.com/stuntmen/bobbyhoy_stuntmen.shtml


Yes, I know she gets help and all credit to
those who contribute their time and effort
because they also play an important role.
Certainly a huge thank you goes out to the
cast and crew who are the key draws to these
events. But it can’t be denied that Penny is the
glue that gets all the pieces sorted and holds
everything together. I think she deserves her
moment in the limelight. So let’s hear what
Penny’s thoughts are.
  
How did you become involved in organizing
reunions?

The Reunions started over ten years ago
when Bobby Hoy (Chaparral’s Joe Butler)
helped a small group of fans and celebrities
get together at Sportsmen’s Lodge in Los
Angeles.  I helped Denise, the lady who was
heading them up, and when she decided to
retire I thought it would be sad to let things die off.  After moving the location from L.A. to
Tucson and the growth of the Newsletter and our social media fan family the events have taken
on a life of their own.  From that beginning of 20 or so people we now have hundreds who
attend from all over the world and tens of thousands who participate daily via social media.  It’s
been a stunning journey.

How many reunions have you organized and did you attend them all?

I’ve produced 4 Reunions in Tucson, and

attended and helped for the 2007 40th

anniversary Reunion.

What are some of the greatest challenges
about organizing a reunion?

It’s an enormous job, one that’s evolved into
year-round work, probably more than anyone
– including me – realizes.  I think that’s the
biggest challenge, the sheer amount of work
involved.  I do some kind of High Chaparral
work every day, many nights until midnight. 
Fortunately I’m blessed with many
extraordinary, dedicated people who work
alongside me. 

What are some of the greatest pleasures when
organizing a reunion?

The payoff for me – the thing that justifies the
mountain of work – is the effect these events
have on people.  I have an endless list of
stories fans tell me about how meaningful the
Reunion is, how it fulfilled a lifelong dream,
allowed them to recapture a piece of their
youth. 
We have a high percentage of folks who’ve experienced some kind of loss in life, and they tell
me the Reunion is a springboard for their recovery.  So I see the higher purpose of this project
as a mission, an opportunity to minister to the cast, crew and fans in a meaningful way. 

How many countries do you estimate have been represented at reunions?



We’ve had people attend from at least 12
countries – Guatemala, New Zealand, Ireland,
United Kingdom, Australia, Venezuela, Mexico,
Germany, Argentina, Chile, Canada and the
United States.   There may be others as we get
many fans at Old Tucson who don’t go through
our registration system since the event at the
Cannon ranch house is open to the public.  

The High Chaparral truly has an international
family.  

Do you have any special memories from
previous reunions? (Biggest thrill, best
moments)

In my role as Producer I love that moment
when I first officially open the doors and
welcome everyone.   At the High Chaparral
ranch house at Old Tucson I arrive early for setup.  That means I get the privilege of standing
on the porch and watching the fans arrive.  Many times as fans walk up the slope to the house
they have tears in their eyes or are running to get there.  It’s a huge thrill to see people actually
fulfilling a dream they’ve had for over 40 years. 

Personally there are so many favorite memories, too many to list but here are a couple of
favorites I can share.

I’ll always cherish Bobby Hoy introducing me
to Henry Darrow at the 2007 Reunion. 
About 30 fans were in a meeting room
listening to Kent McCray and Henry Darrow
tell stories when the Butler Brothers – Don
Collier and Bobby Hoy – came in
unexpectedly and created total
pandemonium.  The room erupted like rock
stars had hit town. When I asked Bobby to
introduce me to Henry he took my hand,
waded through the fans like Moses parting the waters then marched me through the ring
surrounding Henry saying, “Hank, I want you to meet Penny, she’s one of our special fans.”  
What I didn’t realize was that I was standing in front of a room full of people with two actors who
were enjoying the attention and my obvious inability to react like a normal human at the
moment.  Henry theatrically took my hand, kissed it, looked deep into my eyes, called me
something Manolito-ish and kissed my cheek, while Bobby played right along with the show.

It was marvelous and magical. 

A second cherished time was being invited to
Kent and Susan McCrays house along with
Henry Darrow, Don Collier, Bob Hoy and his
beautiful Kiva and Bob Shelton.  It was pure
fantasy to have a drink with that bunch, listen
to their stories and see their competing
Cameron Mitchell impersonations. 

Of course meeting each of the stars for the
first time is something you never forget, and
I'm so blessed that each time I see any of them
I feel the same because they're all such dear,
special people.  

What keeps bringing you back to reunions?

Each year I say ‘never again’, and each year I
say ‘how can I say no?’  It’s the people – cast,



crew and fans.  How often do we get the chance to create such pure joy for so many people at
one time? 

Any regrets? If you had to do things again, would you have changed anything for a given
reunion?

The *real* problems stay backstage where they belong so no one knows about those!
 Seriously, no major ones, and that's because I've had excellent advice and help from the best
mentors you could ask for - Kent and Susan McCray. When Big Daddy Kent McCray has a
strong suggestion about how to produce something, I listen!

I've had key help from Ginny Shook, Ron and Crystal Hudson and other dedicated, hard
working team players who selflessly work whenever I ask.  I've had tremendous support from
Bobby Hoy, Don Collier, Rudy Ramos, Henry Darrow, and everyone else in the High Chaparral
family.  With that kind of support it's easy to look good!  .  

Has any of what you’ve done regarding your work with reunions influenced your daily life?

Tremendously and probably in ways I don’t
actually think about.  It's amazing to me that the
celebrities who created HC are friends.  I still,
after all this time can't quite grasp that,
because at heart I'm still a fan who watched
them all on TV and dreamed of going to the
High Chaparral and meeting all of them.  This
year I have my own production company, A
Penny For Your Thoughts Productions.  That
was born directly from the work involved in
producing The High Chaparral Reunion, which
led to other projects.  

How would you like to be remembered when
people discuss their reunion memories in the future?

I hope the experience helps people grow in some positive way mentally, emotionally and
spiritually.  That’s a fundamental part of the mission statement.  As for me, hopefully I’m a part
of making that happen, but the Reunion is about the cast, crew and fans, not me.  A boat
needs a lot of people rowing to make progress and someone has to be in the front of the boat
to keep everyone organized and rowing together.  That someone happens to be me for The
High Chaparral Reunion. 

The following questions relate to the recent 2014 reunion:
 
For those who weren’t able to attend the reunion, who of the surviving cast and crew were
present?

Henry Darrow (Manolito Montoya), Don Collier
(Sam Butler), Rudy Ramos (Wind), Kent
McCray (Producer/Production Manager),
Susan McCray (casting), Neil Summers
(stunts/acting), Steve DeFrance
(stunts/acting). 
Also on hand were Jackie Hummer Fuller and
Marcus Mitzel, Cameron Mitchell’s nephew. 

What were the major topics of discussion?

The High Chaparral!  Fans always love the Question and Answer panels because they get to
hear directly from the celebrities.  2014 was extraordinary because we had special
performances by Don Collier (Confessions of an Acting  Cowboy),  Rudy Ramos (Geronimo,
Life on the Reservation) and Vinnie Falcone (Warm Heart, Cool Hands, an evening with Harry
Sukman).  Kent and Susan McCray developed special surprises for the fans too.   Additions like
these really put the event on a whole new level. 
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